
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 6, 2018 

CONTACT 
Jessica Ridlen 
Jessica.ridlen@mass.gov  
 

 
 

 
Baker-Polito Administration Extends Electric Vehicle Rebate Program  

Additional funding continues successful consumer rebate program into 2019 
 

BOSTON – The Baker-Polito Administration today announced an extension of the 
Commonwealth’s electric vehicle rebate program, Massachusetts Offers Rebates for Electric 
Vehicles (MOR-EV) through at least June 30, 2019.  The Department of Energy Resources 
(DOER) made a $12 million commitment to the program in 2016, which brought the total 
funding amount to $20 million, and has since provided an additional $3 million to respond to 
the increased demand for the program.  
 
“The MOR-EV program has played an important role in increasing the adoption of electric 
vehicles and reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Massachusetts,” said Governor Charlie 
Baker.  “As we work to combat climate change, our administration is committed to supporting 
electric vehicle adoption and identifying new initiatives to reduce emissions in the 
transportation sector.”   
 
“The success of this program has demonstrated the tremendous interest from Massachusetts 
residents and communities to adopt practices that both save money on their transportation 
needs and reduce emissions,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “Through DOER’s Green 
Communities and Leading by Example programs, as well as the Department of Environmental 
Protection’s grant program for public fleets, municipalities and state entities have led the way 
in transitioning to electric vehicles and moving us in the direction of a clean transportation 
future.” 

Starting on January 1, 2019, MOR-EV will be extended and shift its focus to meet the demands 
of the industry by supporting only qualifying battery electric vehicles up to a $50,000 sales price 
with a $1,500 rebate.  Current rebate levels and qualifications will continue through December 



31, 2018 and consumers must submit a complete MOR-EV rebate application within three 
months of the vehicle purchase.  
 
Since its inception in 2014, MOR-EV has issued or reserved over $23 million in rebates for over 
11,000 cars and has reduced the state’s greenhouse gas emissions by an estimated 35,000 
metric tons annually. The program saw steady growth in its first three years, doubling from 
approximately $250,000 in rebate applications in June of 2014 to approximately $500,000 in 
June of 2017. Through June of 2018, the rebate application amounts doubled again to 
approximately $1 million a month and from June 2018 through September 2018, the program 
doubled once more to nearly $2 million a month.  
 
“This administration is proud of the success of our MOR-EV program and will continue to work 
with stakeholders, the Zero Emission Vehicle Commission and the Commission on the Future of 
Transportation to identify new ways to support the electrification of passenger vehicles,” said 
Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Massachusetts continues to 
create a cleaner and healthier environment for our residents through our innovative policies 
and programs and the environmentally friendly choices made by our residents and 
communities.”   

In addition to the MOR-EV program, the Commonwealth has pursued a number of additional 
transportation programs and policies to accelerate the adoption of fuel efficient vehicles.  The 
Commonwealth has adopted a fuel efficiency standard for the purchase of new state-owned 
vehicles, which requires a minimum fuel efficiency on newly purchased state vehicles. As part 
of DOER’s Green Communities program application process, cities and towns must pledge to 
only purchase fuel-efficient vehicles. In January 2018, Governor Baker created the Commission 
on the Future of Transportation in the Commonwealth to advise the administration on future 
transportation needs and challenges, including deployment of zero emission vehicles and 
increasing the resilience of transportation infrastructure as the climate changes. 
 
Massachusetts also plans to spend up to $5 million in the first phase of its Volkswagen 
settlement funding on the installation of electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) to 
supplement the network of existing EVSE. This project will also complement National Grid and 
Eversource’ s EVSE charging programs approved by the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities. Additionally, the new state program MassEVolves  will encourage and recognize 
private sector investments in transportation electrification through electric vehicle awareness 
campaigns and electric vehicle charging programs.  Combined, these initiatives will make it 
easier to use electric vehicles and result in a transition to cleaner air and a stronger economy. 
 
“Massachusetts is committed to advancing electric vehicle adoption, which is one of the ways 
we will achieve our greenhouse gas reduction goals,” said Department of Energy Resources 
Commissioner Judith Judson. “As we continue to create a cleaner electric grid by strategically 
increasing renewable resources, we will improve the emissions benefits of electrifying our 
transportation sector.” 
 



“Despite making modest progress with legislation passed last session, the Commonwealth 
remains glaringly deficient in its clean transportation policy,” said Senate President Pro 
Tempore Marc R. Pacheco (D-Taunton). “The state’s overall emissions have actually increased 
over the past two years and the transportation sector remains accountable for nearly 40% of 
that total.  Extending the MOR-EV rebate program is a critical preliminary measure in our 
state’s effort to reduce the risk of catastrophic climate change.  I look forward to working with 
the administration in the upcoming legislative session in its renewed commitment to bold 
policies that address this urgent threat.”   
 
“Increasing the number of electric vehicles used in the Commonwealth is essential for reducing 
our greenhouse gas emissions and preserving our environment for future generations,” said 
State Representative Hill (R-Ipswich). “I applaud the Baker-Polito administration for the 
continued commitment to the MOR-EV program, and look forward to partnering with them to 
identify novel ways to accelerate the electrification of the transportation sector.” 
 
MOR-EV is administered on DOER’s behalf by the Center for Sustainable Energy. The funding is 
financed by Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) auction proceeds and aims to help 
reduce reliance on foreign oil and meet Massachusetts’ goals under the Global Warming 
Solutions Act (GWSA) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector 7.6 
percent by 2020. 

For complete rebate program information and other details, visit www.MOR-EV.org. 
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